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Ability Beyond Disability presents

The Rainbow Gala
A Prism of Possibilities

Program 			   April 26, 2008
7:00	 Cocktail Reception
	 Silent Auction

7:45	 Silent Auction Closing

8:00	 Guests are Seated
8:15 	 Welcome 
	 Mark R. Zimmerman, Gala Co-Chair, Board of Directors, Board of Trustees

	 Opening Remarks 
	 L. Kevin Cox, Chairman, Board of Directors

	 Live Auction 
	 Champion Auctioneer June DeLair

	 Presentation of Robert S. Young Humanitarian Award 
	 by Thomas H. Fanning, President/CEO 
	 Gail Hamaty Matthews, Chairman, Board of Trustees 
	 Roy Young, Board of Directors 
	 Mark R. Zimmerman, Gala Co-Chair, Board of Directors, Board of Trustees 
	 to Anthony Rizzo Sr.

	 Video Presentation 
	 The Geoffrey Schachter Story

	 Lend-a-Hand...Fund-a-Home Live Auction 
	 Champion Auctioneer June DeLair

9:30 	 Prayer of Thanksgiving 
	 Rabbi Solomon Acrish

	 Dinner
	 Dancing until midnight
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April 26, 2008

Dear supporters, believers, and friends,

It is wonderful to be together again in support of Ability 
Beyond Disability. We are honored to host this evening’s 
festivities as the chairpersons for the 2008 Rainbow Gala 
and humbled by what so many have done to make this a 
truly special affair.

Tonight is the culmination of so much commitment, energy, 
and dedication contributed by so many. The Boards of 
Trustees and Directors and the Leadership Team of this great 
organization continue to chart a positive and progressive 
course. Almost 100 volunteers lined up the auction items, 
recruited business and community support, designed and 
mailed invitations, and transformed this room, under the 
expert guidance of the Development and Community 
Relations Office. Even more amazing and remarkable 
are the accomplishments of the Ability Beyond Disability staff, day in and day out. The writer Louis Nizer 
wrote “A man who works with his hands is a laborer; a man who works with his hands and his head is 
a craftsman; but a man who works with his hands, his head, and his heart is an artist.” Ability Beyond 
Disability is an organization filled with artists. We thank all of them from the bottoms of our hearts.

It all takes a deep sense of purpose, an unyielding optimism, and a belief that we can and must take 
responsibility for improving our communities. These are traits found in abundance in our honoree this year, 
Tony Rizzo. Few people you know have experienced so much, accomplished so much, and given so much 
as Tony and our lives are already richer by sharing this evening with him.

As we celebrate Tony’s and Ability Beyond Disability’s accomplishments, we too have a chance to 
accomplish something truly extraordinary while we are here.  The organization has mapped out an 
ambitious plan to develop the capabilities and services that will enable our consumers to further their 
potential and to enrich our area for the next 10 years. From groundbreaking service models to address 
the complications of aging among our consumers to meeting the growing demand for enhanced services 
for individuals with autism, there is still much to do. Despite the obvious need for such services, it’s a 
courageous step as the chronic underfunding from public sources grows more acute. 

It all begins here tonight. Over the next few hours, we can have a more profound impact on our 
communities than at any other moment during the course of the year, perhaps in our lives. Inspired by 
Tony’s example, let’s get it done and then let’s celebrate the future we have enabled, a future that represents 
a prism of possibilities.

Thanks for your generosity.

Warmest regards,

Donna & Mark Zimmerman

NEED SIGNATURE
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Previous Award Recipients
This award is given in memory of Robert S. Young, a former volunteer leader and President of 

Ability Beyond Disability, formerly known as Datahr Rehabilitation Institute.

Mr. Young contributed beyond measure to find the “Ability Beyond Disability” in those we serve.

These are the former award recipients:

Nathan Ancell

Gino Arconti

Fred Baker & Lisa Powers

People of Boehringer Ingelheim

Carlos Castillo

Buck Close

Edward J. Crotty

People of Duracell

Gene Eriquez

Thomas H. Fanning

Charles F. “Chic” Frosch

The Employees of GE Commercial Finance

June Goodman

Ervie, Jr., Carolyn Hawley & Family

Skitch & Ruth Henderson

T. Clark Hull

Henry J. & Erna D. Leir

Rabbi Jerome Malino

The Marcus Family

Horace G. McDonell, Jr.

George Mulvaney

Mary & Thomas O’Leary

The Steiner Family

Rita C. Thal

Roy Young 
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Tonight’s Honoree – Anthony M. Rizzo Sr.
When Tony arrived in America at the age of 12, he relied on the 

kindness of strangers to help put a roof over his head, get him on his 
feet and become independent in a place thousands of miles away 
from his family and the only home he ever knew. 

Born in Italy just one month after the death of his father, Tony 
began his life fighting an uphill battle to survive.  He was sent to 
America to live with relatives he had never met before, unable to 
speak a word of English, but determined to live the “American 
Dream”.

This new home and new family meant everything to Tony. They 
provided him with the love and support needed to begin pursuing 
his dreams. Hard working, determined and with a strong family 
network in place, Tony made his way to the top.  Four years after 
he graduated from Henry Abbott Tech, at the age of 22, he and his 
wife Joan founded A.M. Rizzo Electrical Contractors Inc. Over 40 
years later, The Rizzo Companies are entirely family owned and 
now handle Construction Management, General Construction and 
Electrical Contracts throughout both Connecticut and New York. Tony’s dreams have come true.

Not only is Anthony Rizzo Sr. a dedicated family man and successful businessman, but he is also a 
philanthropist, helping others to lead independent lives in any way he can; which is why he chose to get 
involved with Ability Beyond Disability over a decade ago.

Ability Beyond Disability provides the same family network and support to individuals with disabilities 
that Tony credits his own success to.  He has been instrumental in helping people with disabilities to be 
successful and lead lives full of opportunities in their communities…in helping them to achieve their own 
dreams.

Tony’s community commitments go far beyond his support of Ability Beyond Disability though, he has 
served as Chairman of the Board of Directors for Nutmeg Federal Savings and Loan Association, NewMil 
Bank now Webster Bank, has served on the Board of Directors of the Greater Danbury Chamber of 
Commerce and The Board of Directors of Housatonic Development Corporation, Chairman of Danbury 
Commissions of the Housing Authority is a member of the Board of Directors of Regional Hospice and is 
involved with many other local organizations.

Over the years, Tony has received many awards for his exemplary service in the community, including 
the Cecil J. Previdi Entrepreneurial Business Award, the 1996 Connecticut Family Business Leadership 
Award from the University of Connecticut, The Greater Danbury Area “Good Scout” award, the Catholic 
Family Services, Mary Dolce Humanitarian Award and the Old Timers Award from the Amerigo Vespucci 
Sons of Italy for his achievement as Americans of Italian Heritage. Tony was also inducted into the Junior 
Achievement of Western Connecticut Free Enterprise Hall of Fame. 



5April 26, 2008

A Prism of Possibilities

From the President
Welcome to our Rainbow Gala!  

We are thrilled that you are with us to honor Mr. Tony Rizzo with 
the Robert S. Young Humanitarian Award and to support the efforts 
of Ability Beyond Disability in this, our 55th year of commitment to 
the inclusion of people with disabilities in our communities.

Tony Rizzo is a self made man, a man of great energy, great 
vision and great compassion.  Born in Italy, Tony is truly an 
American success story who has achieved tremendously in the 
business world.  His success is rooted in tireless work and the fact 
that he is a person whose handshake is a greater bond than any 
legal contract.  Tony has also embraced another uniquely American 
trait; the willingness to share his good fortune with those in need.  
His personal commitment, leadership and generosity to others make 
Tony Rizzo a true humanitarian in every sense of the word.

We are also grateful to you for being here to support the mission 
of Abilty Beyond Disability.  The needs and challenges facing people with disabilities continue to increase 
and, in response, we have established a goal of increasing our services to over 2,000 people with our 
Vision 2013.  It is our mission to enable people with disabilities with opportunitities that lead to successful 
and fulfilling lives. In spite of financial challenges, we will succeed because of the compassion and 
involvement of people like you.  You are making a difference with your generosity and support.  We are 
truly thankful!

Have a wonderful evening!

Thomas Fanning, 
President/CEO 
Ability Beyond Disability
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From the Chairman of the Board of Trustees
Dear Friends,

	 Welcome and thank you for joining us for this most special night.  
I am both touched and awed by the outpouring of support for Ability 
Beyond Disability.

	 “The Rainbow Gala” indeed showcases “a prism of possibilities”.  
The very name personifies the potential that we as a community 
can bring to our neighbors, our friends and those in our families 
who may have a disability.  It also brings attention to the infinite 
possibilities people with disabilities could enjoy – if they were 
provided the opportunity.  And that is why we are here tonight.  

	 At tonight’s gala you will hear about our vision for the future.  
You will hear about the many more people who will have the need 
to become connected with our community.  You will hear about 
the challenges and  the many opportunities we see to serve our 
community and people with disabilities.  And – most important –you 
will hear how your support can and will make a difference, both tonight and throughout the year.   

	 So, please enjoy the evening.  To our many sponsors, underwriters and contributors – I say thank you 
from the bottom of my heart.  We would not be able to host such an event without you.  To our committee 
members – it does take a village to stage a gala – doesn’t it?  To our many volunteers – you are magnificent 
and we are very grateful.  To the consumers – whos strength and courage inspire us all – thank you for 
showing us all the true meaning of happiness   And to all of you who came tonight.  I am so glad you are 
here.  Enjoy the evening.  And be sure to raise your hands and join in the fun.   And join our community of 
support for people with disabilities. 

With the deepest gratitude,

Gail Hamaty Matthews, Esq. 
Chairman Board of Trustees

NEED SIGNATURE
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Special Guest – Jayna Altman
Born severely premature, Jayna spent the first three months 

of her life in the intensive care unit where she underwent 14 
pnemothoraxis due to pulmonary distress, open heart surgery at 
6 weeks old, and 2 complete blood exchanges, among many 
other medical complications. As a result of her survival, she was 
dubbed the Arizona Miracle Baby and written up in several medical 
journals regarding her odds.  Medications given to sustain her 
life, left Jayna with a severe to profound hearing loss. Doctors 
predicted as a result of such complications that Jayna would never 
learn to speak, or obtain beyond a third grade education.  Despite 
such dismal predictions, Jayna learned to speak beautifully as a 
result of intensive auditory verbal therapy for 12 years. She went 
on to graduate with distinction and honors from the University 
of California, San Diego. She has completed classes towards a 
doctorate in Audiology at CID/Washington University School of 
Medicine.

Today and in the past, Jayna serves as a role model and advocate 
for all types of disabilities, specifically hearing loss. She has 
worked with several organizations, which has allowed her the opportunity to travel more than 20,000 
miles speaking on behalf of disability related causes. Additionally, she has assisted in raising more than 
$1 million dollars towards various charitable and educational organizations working towards greater 
awareness on such issues.

Below are some of roles she has served over the years:

	National Poster child/Alumni Spokesperson for John Tracy Clinic

	 State Board Trustee for Hearing Loss Association of America

	State Conference Speaker with Heather Whitestone - McCallum (Miss America 1995)

	Conference Panel Speaker for Alexander Graham Bell Association

	Conference Panel Speaker for CChat

Serve in the following organizations: Special Olympics, Best Buddies, John Tracy Clinic, 
Alexander Graham Bell Association, March of Dimes, Lymphoma and Leukemia Society, etc.
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Thank You to the Sponsors and Underwriters 
Platinum Sponsors		  $10,000
	 American Express	 People’s United Bank
	 VIP Reception Sponsor	 Silent Auction Sponsor

Gold Sponsors	  	 $7,500
	 Biodel Inc.	 Boehringer Ingelheim
	 Entertainment Sponsor	 Decorations Sponsor

Silver Sponsors	  	 $5,000
	 ConEd Solutions	 Infinity Printing
	 Registration Sponsor	 Program Book Sponsor

	 Lexington Properties	 Joseph & Laura Lowery
	 Dessert Sponsor	  Lend-a-Hand, Fund-a-Home Sponsor

	 Mulvaney Mechanical	 Pepsi Bottling Group
	 Sound and Lighting Sponsor	 Cocktail Reception Sponsor

	 Shelly Roach	 Wachovia	
	 Video Sponsor	 Live Auction Sponsor

Bronze Sponsor		  $3,500
	 Anquillare, Ruocco, Traester and Company	 Berkshire Industrial Corp.
 	 Invitation Sponsor	 Instant Raffle Sponsor

	 Curtis Instruments	 Mutual of America
	 Auction Book Sponsor	  Valet Parking Sponsor

	 Rose & Kiernan, Inc.	 Union Savings Bank
	 Volunteer Sponsor	 Auction Pre-check Sponsor

Crystal Sponsor		  $2,000
	 DPD Builders, Ltd.	 Fairfield County Bank
	 Photography Sponsor	 Special Handling Sponsor

		  SEI Investments
 		  Consumer Transportation Sponsor	
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Benefactors	 $1,000+

Table of Ten	 $1,750

Thank You to the Sponsors and Underwriters

Barden Corp.
Berkshire Industrial Corp. 

Linda Berry 
Biodel Inc.

Cartus
Kevin & Elaine Cox
Peter & Janet Davis

Michael & Laura Goldstein
Amy & Jonathan Harwood

David Hawley
F & M Electrical Supply Co., Inc.

J&N Bischof Hardwood Flooring LLC
Michael & Nancy Marcus

Gail & David Matthews
Mittler, Mercaldo & Brown, P.C.

Mt. Kisco Truck & Auto
North America Equipment

NyConn Corp.
Putnam Self Storage

Sisca Northeast, Inc.
Shelly Roach

Sol Steiner Family
The Rizzo Group

Webster Bank
Westchester Modular Homes

Western Connecticut State University 
Karin Wiseman

Roy & Ginny Young
Mark & Donna Zimmerman

Mr. Dave Bartolini
Mr. Fred Bering

Casey Fuel Co. Inc
CBJ Foundations LLC

Danbury Chevrolet, Cadillac, Saab
DeMarco Construction

Gail Dudack
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Ecks

F&F Mechanical Enterprises, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Friess

Mr. & Mrs. Neil Gold

Mr. Barry Goldberg
Ms. Joan Hensel

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Jennings III
Jowdy & Jowdy

K-Man Glass Corp.
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Kirk

Learning Dynamics
Levine Auto & Truck Parts

Losito Electric
Mr. Jack Marcus

Michael J. Mazzucco, P.C.

Pembroke Pumping Services Inc.
Robert Spano Plumbing & Heating

Dr. Nancy Rosen
John & Julia Rosselttie

Norma Schlager
Ms. Judy Soley

Summit Stair
Mr. & Mrs. John Stetson

The B&G Piping Company
Torrington Supply Co.

WeCAHR
Zucco Company

Friends		  $99 & Under
Joseph & Doris Chandler

Joad De Lima
Bob & Fran Geitz
Mrs. R. Glassman

Judy Mendez
Mr. & Mrs. Duncan Morris

Mr. Thomas J. Saadi
Western Connecticut Federal Credit Union

Special Thanks
Special Thanks to the following for their generous in-kind support 

Hollandia, Marcus Dairy, Stew Leonard’s, Ginny Young.

Daniel & Jacquelyn Agius Aldo Papone Craig & Connie Weatherup

Patron Listing		   $100 - $999
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Committee Members	

Kay Balun
Lori Berisford

Ginny Bernstein
Janette Blackstock

Elaine Cox
Laurie Dale
Peter Davis

Annie Duren
Dolores Garcia

Ann Gilligan
Laura Goldstein

Michael Goldstein
Sandy Hannan
Amy Harwood

Janmaria Jagush
Evelyn Jenkinson

Gary Jordan
Maureen Kenny

Kristi Larson
Joan Laucius

Christine Lent
Kristin Maher

Jenna Mahoney
Maureen Major 
David Matthews

Gail Hamaty Matthews, Esq.
George Mulvaney
Cynthia O’Connor

Kristin Reid
Jeanette Rizzo

Kristi Rizzo
Patty Rizzo

Frances Roach
Jim Roach

Shelly Roach
Lorna Samuelson
Wayne Shepperd
Christine Steiner

Greg Steiner
Jean Stith

Gay Weathered
Lucille Wilk

Suzanne Williams
Myrtle Willis-Robbs

Mark & Donna Zimmerman
Co-Chairs

Peter Davis
Program Book

George Mulvaney
Corporate Sponsorship

Karin Wiseman
Revenue Enhancement

Ginny Young
Theme & Decoration
Donna Zimmerman

Invitation Distribution
Sharon Danosky

V.P. Development & Community Relations
Greg Bastek

Director of Development
Kim Bragoli

Community Relations Manager

A Special Thank You to our 
Committee Members & Volunteers
Gala Co-Chairs & Steering Committee
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Ability Beyond Disability 

Board of Directors
L. Kevin Cox, Chairman

Harvey M. Kramer, M.D., Vice Chairman

	 Linda C. Berry	 Shelly Roach
	 Michael Goldstein	 Edward A. Robbs
	 John Hardiman	 Carol Steiner
	 Samuel R. Hyman	 Karen Sheen-Sullivan
	 David Kasiarz	 Donald Whitham
	 Joseph Martino	 Karin Wiseman
	 George Mulvaney	 Mark R. Zimmerman

Horace G. McDonell, Jr., Director Emeritus

Board of Trustees
Gail Hamaty Matthews, Esq., Chairman

George Mulvaney, Vice-Chairman

	 Peter D. Davis	 Shelly Roach
	 Elliot Finkelstein 	 Brian S. Smith, CTFA
	 Amy Z. Harwood 	 Stephen Tracy, Ph.D.
	 David Hawley 	 Karin Wiseman
	 Joseph Lowery 	 Roy Young
	 Michael Marcus 	 Mark R. Zimmerman
	 Thomas L. Ringwald

Officers
Thomas H. Fanning, President/CEO 

Lori Pasqualini, Treasurer
Fred L. Baker, Secretary and Counsel, Board of Directors

Sharon J. Danosky, Secretary, Board of Trustees
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Tonight’s Menu and Arrangements

Entertainment
Nik & the Nice Guys

Decorations
Ginny Young

Invitations & Program Book
MacDonald Group, Deb MacDonald 

Infinity Printing

Lighting and AV Support
Big Wave Event Productions, LLC 

Brian Winthrop

Photography
A Thousand Words, 

Cynthia O’Connor and Marc Isolda

Sign Language Interpreter
Kathy Strauss

Video Production
RCW Communications Group, Inc., 

Roger Williamson

Special thanks to the gracious staff at The Amber Room Colonnade for helping to make this evening so spectacular.

The Amber Room Colonnade

Garde Manger
A fabulous display of fresh fruit, crisp vegetable crudités with assorted dips and antipasto platters, hot 
spreads and cold canapés, domestic and international cheeses and a full assortment of hot hors d’oeuvres.

First Course
Baby Field Greens with Grilled Portabella Mushroom with Lemon Vinaigrette Dressing.

Entree
Filet Mignon with Rainbow Peppercorn Sauce with Roasted Red Bliss Potatoes and Charred Asparagus.
(Vegetarian entrée of Roasted Red Pepper Ravioli available upon request)

Dessert
Assortment of Fruit Sorbets.
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“Lend-a-Hand, Fund-a-Home”

Brings New Meaning to the Word “Family”
“Providing a home and a sense of family for someone really makes a difference,” says Anthony Rizzo, 

Sr., this year’s recipient of the Robert S. Young Humanitarian Award.  It was the family Tony met for the first 
time when he was 12 years old and the home they opened to him that he credits for making his dreams 
come true. 

Like Tony, people with disabilities depend on the comfort and support of a family and a home to help 
them achieve their goals. This is the philosophy behind “Lend-a-Hand, Fund-a-Home,” a fundraising 
initiative to provide the people we serve with a caring family and a place to call home at one of Ability 
Beyond Disability residences in Connecticut and New York.

“We believe in the phrase coined by Benjamin Franklin in the late 18th century: ‘a house is not a home 
unless it contains family, food and fire for the mind as well as the body’,” Fanning notes.  “By providing 
living arrangements in which our consumers feel comfortable and good about themselves and staff that are like 
family, we’re making it easier for them to find jobs, make new friends and acclimate to their communities.  They 
leave their homes each morning with a smile and their positive attitudes send messages of hope and promise 
throughout the community.” 

Within the past year many people have joined our family, moved into our homes and found ways to 
become part of our community. In the years to come we anticipate that the number of people we serve will 
grow substantially  It is in the home that these individuals first learn the skills needed to obtain employment, 
participate in volunteer activities and become actively involved in their communities.  The home is also the 
place where they return to, to replenish and re-invigorate and dream of a life made possible because there 
are people who believe in them.  

Tonight – we are looking to you to help the people we serve to have a place they are proud to call home, 
a sense of family and a safe environment from which they can emerge to pursue their dreams.  And dreams 
really do come true.
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Our History 
Fifty-five years of making a positive difference in the lives of people with disabilities.  
Thousands of dreams realized.  And the promise that more advances are to follow.  

A small group of parents generated the hope and promise.  Now their energy, dedication and vision are 
taking the Ability Beyond Disability dream into the new century – and more communities.  

It started in 1953 in a small section of Connecticut.  The catalysts were just a handful of parents with little 
more in the way of resources than love of their children and some scattered hours of free time.  But they had 
a vision too: that their children and others with similar disabilities could one day lead independent lives in 
a community of their choice.  They also believed there is strength and comfort in numbers, plus synergetic 
benefits when concerned parents pool their expertise, share dreams and build…They were right.

Their vision led to the creation of Datahr Rehabilitation Institute, now known as Ability Beyond Disability.  
And in the years between 1953 and 2008, the organization has become a leading resource for changing 
lives, by providing the best home, health, employment and rehabilitation services available to individuals 
in Connecticut and Hudson Valley, NY whose independent living skills are impaired by disability, illness or 
injury.  Each of those years is marked by stories once deemed “the impossible dream.”

For example:

“Our son spent more than 30 years in an institution doing little more than roaming the halls.  Then we 
took him to Ability Beyond Disability; he now lives independently with a roommate, has a good job and 
requires no more than one hour per week of support.” 

“We employ more than 30 Ability Beyond Disability consumers in our headquarters building.  They show 
up every day with great attitudes and they get their work done.  There are no bad hair days; only smiles 
and good rapport with our other employees.”

“I once was hesitant about having people with a developmental disability or serious brain injury living 
next door.  But not any more.  They’re good neighbors.”

“Who would have thought I’d ever be in a play.  But thanks to Ability Beyond Disability my friends and I 
performed before an audience at the Northern Westchester Center for the Arts.”

“I’m a person with a developmental disability who is normal because I’m living a normal life.  I have a 
job and I moved to White Plains because that’s where the action is.”
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Our History 
Operating out of Connecticut and Westchester with headquarters in Bethel and Mount Kisco, Ability 

Beyond Disability now serves approximately 1000 people each year at some 400 diversified sites.  Its 
services include numerous residential alternatives, employment training, career counseling, job placement, 
cognitive and life skills instruction, clinical and therapeutic support, and volunteer and recreational 
activities.  And although space limitations preclude a longer list of the agency’s accomplishments over the 
years, the following are especially worth noting:
•	Offering every person we serve choices in how they live, work and participate in their communities.
•	The introduction of the first Traumatic Brain Injury Program in Connecticut.
•	Being the first agency in Connecticut – and subsequently New York (at the invitation of the State) -- to 

serve people with traumatic brain injuries through a residential program.
•	Completely eliminating isolating sheltered workshops and placing all job-seeking consumers into 

positions at local workplaces.
•	Receiving the highest rating possible by the Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities 

(CARF) for its services for people with disabilities that promote independence, dignity, and self-respect.  
And not just once; each time we were rated.

•	Receiving national accolades for our innovative hiring process and our best practice models for offering 
extensive and unique opportunities for employees who choose to work in the human services field.

•	Receiving national recognition for our services focused around community integration.
•	Providing cost-effective community-based solutions to rehabilitation, medical, and healthcare and 

human service needs.
•	Establishing state-of-the-art benchmarking data to continually improve quality services.
•	Identifying service needs and pro-actively seeking the best solutions to meet those needs.
•	Presenting nationally on innovative use of technology to deliver services most effectively and efficiently. 
•	Building a diverse and inclusive culture for the people we serve and the people who serve them.
•	Creating a culture of employee generosity and philanthropy.
•	Fostering extensive volunteerism throughout many communities.
Also worth citing are the people responsible for these accomplishments; the staff, board members and 

community partners.  They have made it possible for the thousands of people we’ve served to have a life 
full of hope and promise.  Their courage and  tenacity in achieving their goals have sent messages of hope 
and promise to countless others.  They are the ones to whom this Gala is dedicated. 
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What it Means to Work 
at Ability Beyond Disability

Ability Beyond Disability has a long history of accomplishments – all centered around one key premise – 
we are a resource for changing lives.  

Since our founding in 1953 when a small group of parents met in a living room looking for alternatives 
for their children to the present day when close to 1,000 people turn to us for help in accomplishing their 
personal dreams and goals – we have consistently done “whatever it takes” to make a positive difference in 
the lives of those we serve. 

Our organization is founded on five guiding principles:
1)	We will offer people with disabilities the choices and services they want.
2)	We will continuously evolve to be successful in a changing world.
3)	We will improve the quality of services to make it possible for those we serve to participate in the 

communities and activities of their choosing.
4)	We will be the employer of choice for those seeking to work in the service sector of providing supports 

to people with disabilities.
5)	We will create a stable financial foundation for current operations and for the future.

There are significant opportunities before us.  Our world is changing:
•	 People with disabilities will increase their longevity and require support services longer in their lives.
•	 Every 21 seconds, someone in the US sustains a brain injury and 10-20% of Iraq War Veterans are 

estimated to have a brain injury.
•	 Higher numbers of consumers and families will want their services to be provided in their home.
•	 One in 150 children are diagnosed with Autism Spectrum Disorder.
•	 Of the millions of people with disabilities who want to work – 65% remain unemployed.

We anticipate tremendous growth for our organization as we look to meet the demands of a changing 
world.  In the next five years we will grow our services by 100% -- and be a resource for over 2,000 
people.  We call this Vision 2013.  We are looking for people with creativity, passion, integrity, tenacity 
and commitment to help us achieve these goals.  To work for our organization, someone must be flexible, 
they have to be good communicators and most of all – they need to be leaders.  

The talent we seek are people who believe in what they do and seek the non-obvious solution.  They 
have the ability to build relationships and trust among all of the stakeholders they work with.  They are able 
to rise above the challenges and keep their eye on the goal.  And they must – they must -- have a burning 
desire, willingness and a drive to make things happen.  

The leadership we seek are the people who can do all of the above, and through their actions and their 
words, are able to inspire and teach others.  
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Legacy Society
Thank you to the following members of the Legacy Society who have remembered 
Ability Beyond Disability in their estate plans.

Mrs. Jean M. Farnham

Mr. & Mrs. J. William Font

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Jordan

Dr. & Mrs. Harvey Kramer

Mr. Anthony V. Kulis	

Dr. & Mrs. Jan Mashman

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Micera

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas O’Leary 

Dr. & Mrs. Stuart Roberts

Mr. & Mrs. Parry Spahr

Mrs. Rita C. Thal

Mrs. Joan A. Hensel

Estate of Felix Kean

Ms. Catherine M. Thompson

Mr. & Mrs. James M. Bilderback	

Ms. Keeva K. Crelan

Mr. &  Mrs. Peter D. Davis

Ms. Joyce Fubini	

Mr. & Mrs. Howard E. Harper 	

Mr. & Mrs. Robert A. Johnston 	

Mr. & Mrs. Steven L. Schachter

Mr. & Mrs. Rick Schmidt

Mrs. Karen Sheen-Sullivan

Estate of William Cusack	

Ms. Candace Savinelli

Mr. & Mrs. Carl Stahlhammer

Mr. & Mrs. Horace G. McDonell

Estate of Angelo DiMarco

Estate of Primo Principi		

Estate of Henry Senber		

Estate of Mildred Sylvan		    

Endowed Memorial Fund of John Murray Gallagher   

Estate of Carlos Valluzzo		

Mrs. Lucy Close	

Mrs. Evelyn M. Johnston

Mrs. Gertrude Lutrus

Mrs. Alice Shanley

Ms. Ingeborg Sands

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

If you are interested in remembering Ability Beyond Disability in your estate plans, please contact 
Mark Marsh at 203.826.3173 and one of our Legacy Ambassadors will be happy to speak with you.
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In loving memory of...
The following individuals Ability Beyond Disability was fortunate enough to have 
served and who’s strength and courageous spirit enriched our community.

Shawn Crelan 
January 6, 1971 – October 1, 2007

Millie Corona 
April 24, 1934 – May 6, 2007

Lee Hozebin 
August 18, 1963 – April 19, 2007

Ants Leemets 
November 8, 1935 – May 12, 2007

Vera Murphy 
July 3, 1934 May 12, 2007

Stephanie Nelson 
January 27, 1974 – February 28, 2008

William Ready 
December 30, 1939 – December 2, 2007

Robert Rhodes 
September 11, 1951 – April 20, 2006

Douglas Short 
December 15, 1944 – December 12, 2007

Frank Sutton 
February 10, 1947 – December 17, 2007

Lisa Taylor 
April 5, 1963 – December 20, 2007



gOLD Sponsor

Entertainment Sponsor

BIODEL

proudly sponsors

We are pleased to honor 
Robert S. Young Humanitarian Award

recipient

Anthony Rizzo, Sr.

BIODEL

ABILITY BEYOND DISABILITY



Gold Sponsor

Decorations Sponsor



silver Sponsor

Registration Sponsor



Silver Sponsor

Program Book Sponsor



silver Sponsor

Dessert Sponsor



Silver Sponsor

Lend-A-Hand, Fund-A-Home Sponsor

in honor of the 
Lend-a-Hand, Mend-a-Home 

program 
and our beloved son, 
Jon Lowery, 

congratulations to 
Ability Beyond Disability 

and honoree 
Tony Rizzo Sr. 

on this very special evening!

Laura & Joe Lowery



SILVER Sponsor

Sound and Lighting Sponsor



SILVER Sponsor

Video Sponsor

Shelly Roach and Family 

salute

Ability Beyond Disability

for the incredible work they do 

for people with brain injury.



SILVER Sponsor

Cocktail Reception Sponsor



SILVER Sponsor

Live Auction Sponsor



Bronze Sponsor

Instant Raffle Sponsor



bronze Sponsor

Auction Book Sponsor

Curtis Instruments Salutes 
Ability Beyond Disability

Curtis admires the excellent work done by Ability Beyond Disability 
to help people achieve independence and freedom. We know first-
hand that the staff of ABD puts its heart and soul into their work.

So does the Curtis team. We develop mobility chair technology that 
helps people participate fully - people who demand flexibility and 
peak performance from their powerchairs. 

ABD & Curtis.  Working to make a difference.

Mount Kisco, NY
www.curtisinstruments.com



bronze Sponsor

Invitation Sponsor



bronze Sponsor

Valet Parking Sponsor



bronze Sponsor

Volunteer Sponsor



bronze Sponsor

Auction Pre-Check Sponsor

203.830.4200 
unionsavings.com 

Member FDIC 

BETHEL   BRIDGEWATER   BROOKFIELD  DANBURY   KENT   NEW FAIRFIELD 
NEW MILFORD   NEWTOWN   RIDGEFIELD   SHARON   SOUTHBURY 

Community 
 Now that's something  

you can bank on. 

At Union Savings Bank, we 
believe the strength of a 
community is found within 
its residents. That’s why, in addition 

to supporting our customers with a wide 

variety of financial products and services; 

we also support our community through 

financial donations and employee 

involvement. We’re proud of the people 

that make up our vibrant community, 

and we’re especially proud to support 

Ability Beyond Disability. 



crystal Sponsor

Photography Sponsor



crystal Sponsor

Special Handling Sponsor

203-431-7431
Toll-Free:

1-877-431-7431
www.fairfieldcountybank.com

Congratulations!

“Too often we underestimate the power of a touch, a smile, a kind word, a listening
ear, an honest compliment, or the smallest act of caring, all of which have the

potential to turn a life around.”
~ Leo F. Buscaglia

Many thanks to those who enrich our community
with their talent, passion, and dedication.

We proudly support the
Ability Beyond Disability Gala



crystal Sponsor

Transportation Sponsor

SEI offers customized investment programs to help create financial 
wellness for union members and their families.  We have a 30-year track 
record managing billions of dollars in Multiemployer Pension assets.  After all,
your members deserve to have a pension plan that works as hard as they do.

To learn more about how SEI can help you build a better future, 
call 1-866-SEI-2441 or visit us at www.seic.com

Services provided by SEI Investment Management Corporation (SIMC).  SIMC is a wholly owned subsidiary of SEI Investments Compan
y.

                                                                                                                               
                         ©2007 SEI Investments Development, Inc.

You Build Today. We Build for Tomorrow







The Hord Foundation

celebrates it’s

partnership with

Ability Beyond Disability





Proud Supporter of

ABILITY BEYOND DISABILITY

Congratulations to

TONY RIZZO, SR.
On receiving the

Robert S. Young Humanitarian Award

Dennis J. & Michele Ramey





August 4, 2008

Waccabuc Country Club 
Waccabuc, New York

Contact Ability Beyond Disability 
at 203.826.3171 for more information.

SAVE THE DATE

GREATER WESTCHESTER 
GOLF CHALLENGE







_______________________ INC._______________________

OLD MILL PLAIN ROAD, DANBURY, CT 06811

ROAD BUILDING • HEAVY EQUIPMENT RENTAL 
DRILLING & BLASTING • SITE DEVELOPMENT

EDWARD J. KILIAN, PRESIDENT

(203) 743-5385 
FAX (203) 743-5974

Best Wishes to aNTHONY rIZZO sR. for a job well done.





Ride Away Placeholder









BETHEL FOOD MARKET

WHEN TOP QUALITY MEETS LOW PRICES
YOU’RE AT...

Family Owned and Operated Since 1949

THREE GENERATIONS

AND OVER 50 YEARS OF

QUALITY & SERVICE

EXCELLENCE

Enjoy the Same Outstanding Tradition of Service and
Expertise at any of our locations.

www.caraluzzismarkets.com

GEORGETOWN MARKET

DISCOUNT LIQUORS





Connecticut Valve & Fitting Co.

120 Long Hill Cross Road
Shelton, CT 06484

Phone: {2O3) 929-6341
Fax: {203} 929-1831

info@connecticut.swagelocko.com



In Honor of the Millington Family:
Julia Mendez – Residential Coordinator I

Tom Kitai – Residential Assistant 
Florence Harding
Nelly Sanchez
Ana Bonavita

Sonja – Reneis L. Brown
Michael Buyu
Paije Jaramillo
Tanya Warner

With much love and gratitude:
The Goldstein Family

Congratulations & Thanks

Anthony M. Rizzo 
(Uncle Tony)

for all you do for our 
Family and Community!

	 Fil Cerminara	 Mike Rizzo 
	 President	 Vice-President

Empire Health Advisors is proud to support 
The Rainbow Gala

“A Prism of Possibilities”

Congratulations to Anthony Rizzo, Sr. 
Honoree of the 

Robert S. Young Humanitarian Award

Empire Health Advisors 
Jackson Knowlton

President

60 Railroad Place, Suite 101
Saratoga Springs, New York 12866

 (518) 583-4900



Congratulations to

Anthony Rizzo, Sr.
from everyone at Neumann Real Estate

Since 1969

SERVING THE GREATER

FAIRFIELD & WESTCHESTER COUNTIES

TWO LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU

7 DAYS A WEEK

395 Main Street
Ridgefield, CT

203-438-0455

72 Route 37
New Fairfield, CT

203-438-0455

www.neumannrealestate.com



Karl & Lynn Rickel

MassMutual



Congratulations
Tony Rizzo Sr.

Your friends at
Ship Shape Cleaners

270 Federal Road
Brookfield, CT 06804

Many talk, few do Tony.
Congratulations with this Honor.

You are truly an inspiration.

God Bless You.

Thomas C. Pepin
Shock Electrical Contractors Inc.

Santos
Placeholder



Congratulations
Tony Rizzo Sr.

www.towercorp.com

Daniel DiBuono
President

246 Federal Road, D-26
P.O. Box 5242

Brookfield, CT 06804
(203) 775-5000 Office
(203) 775-7199 Fax

ddibuono@towercorp.com



platinum Sponsor

VIP Reception Sponsor



THE YOUNG FAMILY
PROUDLY HONORS

TONY RIZZO, SR.




